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Thanks John  for these ‘re-cycling’ 

ideas...now that one in your garden 

you just need a tractor! 
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Dull but a Little Bit Important ! 
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World Meetings Smooth Driving all the Way 

(Almost)! 

Part Two – On the Road Again 

 
It was July 1995 and after six long years we were on the road 

again, World Meeting bound, on our way to part of the still trou-

bled Former Yugoslavia. The destination was Maribor in Slove-

nia, which was one of the least affected new countries. Our red 

special Pierre was eager to attend his second World Meeting. 

Little did he know that this would be the first of twelve con-

secutive visits to World Meetings. 

For entering Slovenia we were warned that the border officials 

would insist on checking that 

you had a valid insurance 

‘green card’ for your vehicle. 

If you were unable to produce 

one they would charge you a 

considerable amount in their 

local ‘Tolar’ currency for insur-

ance cover in their country. Needless to say they had their own 

currency exchange facilities on hand. I had obtained a ‘green 

card’ prior to departure but on checking my documents when 

packing to leave I found to my horror that the registration 

number on it in error was of my old car, Francoise, and not that 

of Pierre.  
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Both were insured with the same company. As it was too late for 

the issue of a new document and we were still in the era of type-

writers I quickly typed in under the registration number for 

Francoise, the number for Pierre, YYJ 2253Y. Sorted! 

 

Our South Downs Escargots numbers were somewhat depleted 

for this trip with only three cars, including that of honorary Es-

cargot John Blakeley, making the journey. When planning the out-

ward journey we noted that the Austrian 2CV club were organis-

ing a pre-world meeting camp in the south of the country in easy 

reach of Maribor and decided 

to stay there on the night be-

fore our ar- rival in Slovenia. There 

was no charge for the camp, 

which made it even more attrac-

tive and though the directions 

for finding it were a little 

sketchy, being turn left in 

Sierning, we found Sierning on our map and thought, with some 

trepidation, that it should be possible to find! 

The journey went well and south of Linz we reached Sierning. It 

was a very small place and luckily had only one major left turn. 

We turned along it and fairly soon reached the Austrian club 

camp. Near the entrance was a large  tented bar and we were 

greeted with a voucher each and told that these were for the 

first drink at the bar, which was free! 
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The tents were erected in double-quick time, delayed only by the 

arrival of Bob Brotherhood. For once the greeting of Bob was of 

necessity brief as hot and sweaty as we were the appeal of a 

cold beer was very strong. The beer was very welcome and to the 

limited extent to which I re-

member much about the eve-

ning, it was very pleasant. 

With only about 150 miles to go on 

the next day we made a fairly 

leisurely start and arrived on 

site at Maribor fairly late in the afternoon. Early on we were be-

hind Bob but at a junction where he turned left, our route took 

us right and we didn’t see him again. The meeting site was part 

of an airfield and we found a good spot in one corner, near the 

fenced off runway and next to a maize crop. This was fairly tall 

and became used as an impromptu toilet. Great care was required 

as the meeting went on as to where you put your feet. 

Rather than a marquee the aircraft hangar was the venue for 

daytime events and also the evening entertainment and it was 

there that the presentation of what was planned for the Dutch 

World Meeting in 1997 was made. Presentations were also invited 

for the 1999 meeting and 2CVGB had decided to put in a bid for 

this.  
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It was decided to present in English, French and German. Two 

Escargots members were roped in to translate and present: I 

did the French version and Russell the German version. I did get 

some assistance from one of the French members we knew on 

constructing the words more in a French idiom and did get a 

good response to our promises that there would be ample loos 

and showers! Our efforts though were in vain and the 1999 

meeting was awarded to Greece. 2CVGB would try again of 

course in the future and successfully but more of that much 

later. 

 

The intriguing ‘dual direction’ 2CV made an appearance and dis-

played its talents in front of the Hangar. It was certainly the 

first time I remember seeing one and it must be quite unnerving 

to have one driving in front of you!  

The meeting was fairly close to Maribor and the walk into town 

took you down a long street of houses. If you were not careful 

it was a far from a sober walk as many of the residents were at 

their garden gates selling their extremely fiery home-made 

‘hooch’. I guess it was a good way for them to make a few tolars 

 free of any tax or duty and talking of tolars I got into the 

habit of using my nickname for them of towbars. It does at 

least mean that I never forget the name of that currency! 

 



8 

Les  Slimes 

Newsletter of South Downs Escargots  (www.southdownsescargots.co.uk/) 

 Member group of 2cvGB                   Articles and 2cv news always welcome.  

Please send copy and pics to John Chaplin (biker1@btinternet.com) 

We did eventually bump into Bob Brotherhood at the meeting to 

find that he had broken down on the way in his ‘Barryvan’ as he 

called it. Sadly he didn’t make it there under his own steam but 

had to utilise rescue services to get there. Bob has always covered 

a huge number of miles in Europe and it is perhaps no surprise that 

from time to time he encounters a few problems. 

All too soon it was time leave Maribor and that for us sadly meant 

a fairly rapid return home to get back for work! This is a common 

problem unfortunately but as Sue always says “you have to go home 

to be able to go away again on another holiday”. 

Never fear, the saga will be continued – The Netherlands next and 

only two years to wait………. 

Maurice 
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Camp Dates depending on if you have 

the right roadmap !!!!! 

 
Hat Camp @ Harry’s Field 

Friday 10 September to Sunday 12 September  

Pompey Puddleducks  

Friday 24 to Sunday 26 September.  


